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THE RIVER CONNECTS US ALL.

THE RIVER CONNECTS US ALL.

Garvin Brown Preserve

Accessing Garvin Brown Preserve

To reach Garvin Brown Preserve, take 
River Road to Bass Road near US Hwy 
42.  Follow Bass Road toward the Ohio 
River until you reach Hays Kennedy 
Park.  Park in the paved lot by the 
soccer fields.  Cross the park land for 
about 800 feet and pass through a small 
gate to the preserve.  The entrance to 
the preserve is marked with a sign.

For questions about Garvin Brown Preserve, 
contact River Fields 502-583-3060

643 W Main Street, Suite 200
Louisville, KY 40202

502-583-3060

www.riverfields.org
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River Fields is the largest and oldest river 
conservancy along the 981-mile Ohio 
River. Since 1959, River Fields has utilized 
its resources to effectively protect, preserve 
and enhance the natural and cultural 
resources of the land and water around the 
Ohio River in our region. 
 
Through its programs of land conservation, 
advocacy and education, River Fields 
strives to create harmony between nature, 
history and the people who live here.  River 
Fields owns land or holds conservation 
easements on 34 properties, totaling more 
than 2,200 acres, most of which is 
preserved forever. River Fields is one of the 
nation's few land trusts tackling regional 
advocacy work and land conservation. 
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Garvin Brown Preserve is a 46-acre 
riverfront nature preserve owned by River 
Fields in northeastern Jefferson County with 
panoramic views of the river and shoreline, 
as well as pristine wetlands and a variety of 
wildlife. Enjoy the views of the Ohio River, 
nature, and all the river has to offer. 
 
The preserve features open fields, 
wetlands, and native grasses.  There 
is great diversity of plant life, 
including green ash, red maple, 
native pin oak, swamp dogwood, 
water primrose, and water plantain.  
Wildlife include beaver, hawks, 
Canada geese, ducks, and deer.  The 
preserve has 1,500 feet of waterfront 
along the Ohio River, and is close to 
Twelve Mile Island.  Garvin Brown 
Preserve is one of the largest 
undeveloped areas of riverfront 
property in Jefferson County.
 
 Garvin Brown Preserve is open to 
the public and is a perfect location 
for walking, bird watching, nature 
study, picnics, kite flying, and other 
quiet recreation.  Motorized vehicles 
and campfires are not allowed.

History of Garvin Brown Preserve

In 1994, the former Sutherland Farm in 
northeastern Jefferson County was in 
danger of being subdivided and 
developed.  Had that happened, Jefferson 
County would have forever lost one of 
the largest remaining pieces of open 
riverfront land.  
 
As children, Laura Lee Brown and her 
siblings Dace Polk Brown Stubbs and 
George Garvin Brown III grew up on the 
riverfront farm.  When they learned that 
the property was to be developed, the 
three siblings gave River Fields $1 million 
to purchase the 46 acre tract of land, so 
that it could be preserved.  They believed 
that once the land was altered and 
developed, the open green space would 
be gone forever.

Yes!  I want to support the on-going work 
of River Fields to protect, preserve, and 
enhance the Ohio River.  Enclosed is my 
tax-deductible membership contribution 
to River Fields.

 
  $500   Guardian 
  $250   Life Preserver 
  $100   Conservator
  $75     Mainstream 
  $50     Family
  $35     Individual
  $_____Other
 

Name ____________________________________
 
Address ____________________________________
 
__________________________________________
 
City ______________________________________
 
State ______________ Zip ___________________
 
Phone ____________________________________
 
Fax ______________________________________
 
Email Address _____________________________
(You will be placed on our email list.)
 
Name as you would like it to appear in 
publications:

__________________________________________
 
 
Please mail your contribution to:
River Fields, Inc., 643 West Main Street, 
Louisville, KY, 40202, 
or visit www.riverfields.org to make your gift online!
 
Thank you for your support of River Fields!
 

Garvin Brown Preserve is 
open to the public daily, from 
dawn to dusk.  
 
Take an opportunity to explore one of 
Louisville’s most extraordinary open 
green spaces.

 
Garvin Brown Preserve was named after 
their father, George Garvin Brown II.  At 
the opening of the preserve, Laura Lee 
Brown said, “Today my brother, sister and 
I would like to honor this land again in his 
name, celebrating his kindness to land, 
animals and to his fellow man.” 
 
With this extraordinary gift, River Fields 
committed to maintaining the preserve as 
land open to the public, giving everyone 
the opportunity to experience and enjoy 
nature and the Ohio River.


